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Praise for Ladette Randolph’s A Sandhills Ballad
winner of the nebraska book award for fiction in 2010
selected as new york times editor’s choice book in 2009
“Quietly moving.”—New York Times Book Review
 
Publishers Weekly
 
 honors the best traditions of storytelling.”—jim harrison, 
author of The English Major and Legends of the Fall
“This is good, old-fashioned storytelling at its best, and Mary 
Rasmussen will live forever in your hearts as a young woman who 
loves.”—jonis agee, author of The River Wife
Western American Literature
 
 
—Los Angeles Times
 
 
 
here is unforgettable.”—January Magazine
Buy the Book
 
 
[A Sandhills Ballad  
for Mary to regain her self-esteem and ultimately return  
to the land she loves.”—Booklist
 
 
 
 
—mary clearman blew, author of Jackalope Dreams
 
 
 
pam joern, author of  
The Floor of the Sky
Buy the Book
Praise for This Is Not the Tropics:
 
 
 
deborah donovan, Booklist
This Is Not 
 the Tropics  
 
 
 
—felicia sullivan, Black Spiral Notebook
 
 
sweetness at work here, so that it may take a moment to realize  
how odd and twisty the stories are.”—dan chaon,  
author of Await Your Reply
 
meghan daum, author of  
Life Would Be Perfect If I Lived in That House
Buy the Book
Buy the Book
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And I sought for a man among them, that should make 
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At 3:00 a.m. Elsa Grebel made her way downstairs through the 
forgetting even now the house was full of guests. Her hair, un-
life in this house with her husband, Haven.
-
This is my story, this is my song,
praising . . .
Buy the Book
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her. In the darkness Elsa saw a man sitting in the overstuffed 
“Haven.”
-
-
-
-
stumbled downstairs, hair standing on end, Anna June follow-
-
-
-
-
everyone joining in to end the sing along on a resounding and 
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-
-
of shadow where before them lay a day of hard work. It start-
ed with the funeral.
ago realized this, and their habit of still treating her like a silly 
-
tortured toes. They were elderly women after all. What startled 
-
dressed. Everyone will be wanting breakfast.”
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-
ters, but what other defense did she have against their relent-
of eight. Her brothers had never gotten involved with trying to 
-
-
-
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There had been rain in the night, but this morning the sun was 
morning to stay home from work.
-
-
they had only animals living with them. Their turtle, Glen, had 
-
-
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-
between his feet the yellow kitten.
night. He was soaked from the rain.”
-
Later he got off the t
-
den. The business was still small, only he and Monty and their 
-
mer intern. Sara, their intern this summer, was a grad student 
from risd
-
-
mer with her.
-
-
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at all.
-
“Jesus. Good morning to you too.”
-
-
-
-
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-
-
most twenty years now.
This was what got to him. Where did you start with some-
-
have a lot to learn.”
-
that was what Sara had been dealing with this morning. Jona-
-
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The last message he listened to was a garbled affair from his 
-
-
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